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gÆCRETARY Flemming and the Food -► 

£$L- & Drug Administration seem sud- ’ 
p|denly to have acquired a knack for _ 


% rf Nobody would deny the Secretary 1 ,^ 

.“*>*' th’teft«*; «»* 

public of hazardoua foods and drugs ■ .■;■ *■''<; \\ . ! v- ■ v vrV^«E7 Æine 

Mdetécted In'the* govemment’s labora- .' / /;*v. p/JIf ?* :>jrur 

- • <“.•♦.{ .• •.:•'■?•*-«r-v•? !.'■ -•*••. i’* -Vi*- 

torles. Just the opposlte, in faet; ^ vU*/»/WvV.Vi%? ] 

' .. ( -'be should be Inhibited in no way, no l ; T;V> r '" */ 

’ ;;even by thé fear of wldespread eco- / ^\*,.. ' V. 

j!-'nomic loss. V' .*<:>:£•*‘ ’< ;-•; *''&/%¥£*'??* '. 

' * But the manner in which Flemming , ‘ i /• vr Vi- ;•;.*• 

' ; wiped out the 1959 crant?rry crop • Rjfcen the surgeon general of the 

• and put a cloud on the chlcken and u.S. Public Health Service recently 
^ brolier industry makes his actions blamed cigarets for. the Increase in 
seem impetuous and even calculated. lung cancer, The Journal ot the Arner- 
^fcnis announcements,, as they reach lean Medlcal Association rebuked him, 
^7 the public, are unqualifled concluslOns saying: , v . ; .y*.^ • .*v 4 , -.™£' \ V;' ■ 

-.'Offer ed in the simplest terms: X ... . _ t : . 

, ■ A number of authoritles who have 

/''Chemical fed to Y animal produces examined the same evidence clted 


r V r "-.v K smoking. There is insufficient evidence, says the Journal^ 

+ : 4 ‘ to warrantthe assumption’* that cigarette smoking is the’* 

principal factor in the increase in lung cancer, 

V v Jt questions the conclusions of the report by^Sr^ 
Xeroy E. Burney, surgeon general of the U. S. Public^ 
i'.yfciwj-jl Health. Service. “A number of authorities who^hiye* 

“■■'/' Y,«:*' examined the same evidence cited by Br. Burney,” iay«^ 

i medical publication, “do'not agree with his condu-J 

iions. Although the studies reveal a relationship betweén^ 

/ V//-‘-V clgiratta smoking and cancer that seems more than eoin-^ 

7'.-7 '/i/* vii.oÆi^v/VrCidental, they do not explain why, even when some srook-;* 
V Patterns are the same, case rates are higher among 

' v- V Y : inen than among women and among urban than among » 

v■ [M ' rural' populations.’* . •'/•.' 

■i •; ^ ’^y- The Journal advised close watching and the eolketion . 

■ a* 'y i'.\ ;-V<'f. J r’- Oi more data. That seems advisable. • ^ ^ H/lKS'-i'fife’ 

. r *>; )?{<>&■/J% CITIZEN • 

■ ; f Asheville, North Carolina 

^ ,v# ; - '-December 13, 1959 . 


■ A number of authoritles who have 
examined the same evidence clted 
by [the surgeon general] do not 

. , agree with his conclusions . . 

’ vin the cranberry biast, Flemming Neither the proponents nor the op- 
_ .. . ■ „ . „ ponents of the smoking theory have 

• • *} not mentlon—nor ever deny to SU ffj c i en t evidence to warrant the 
•,our knowledge—the cranbeny Indus- assumpUon of an all-or-none posl- 
'^try’a éstlmate that a person would Won * - : 

■'"have to consumer somethlng Hke Wlth aU eIse - lt secms odd that 

15 000 pounds of berrles a day to be Flemmlhg should have discovered the 
- •harmed by the Chemical Flemming damaging effeets of the two cheml- 
„ , ,ald was cancer-causing. . • • - , . ^ 80 ^ddenly. Amlnotrlazole had 
‘ • , . tll been used for years, with the Depart- 

How many chlckens fed with stil- . .. 

> \ ment of Agriculture’s approval if ap- 

bestrol would have to be eaten to . . .. 


.. ...uld wai cancer-caualng. . • . aU 80 *» dd * n, y- Amlnotrlazole had 

‘ • , . been used for years, with the Depart- 

How many chlckens fed with stil- . .. 

> \ ment of Agriculture’s approval If ap- 

bestrol would have to be eaten to . . 

plied after harvesting. Stllbestrol 

cause harm? . ; was approved by the Food & Drug 

*Y-*: ’ *k Administration 12 years ago. It seems 

QF Tin; methoda by wluth fiemmlng a remarkable oolnddence that Flem- 
arrived at his conclusions. the pub- ming should have perceived the dan- 
‘ llo knows Ilttic., But it is famillar ger of cranberrles treated with 
enough with the cigaret contraversy amlnotrlazole a few days before 
' ; , iLI ■.. . , . wlt Thanksglvlng. and the danger of'stil- 

to know that Flemmings uncompli- . 

bestrol in chlckens just a week or 
cated certalnty is singulari Uslng tars twQ j^ r ( 

■ga^and nlootine from t obacco , selentlsta . ^ _ 

fæhave lnduced cancer in animals. But is n o secret that Flemming wants 

let a doctor conciude that this is new nowers to carry out the 


■y^i- : --Lune Cancer 

,l We don’t know about the rest of you, but 
. we’re getting a bit tired of the pro and coa^ 
blasts having tb do with the effeets of smoking %■ 

. on lun § ^ncer. ..'.j ( 

■ Dr. Jones says one day the link is unmis*", 
takable and his colleague, Dr. Smith, comes 
back the next day and says 'taint so/ 

; , !;Dr. Leroy Burney, the nation’s top public j 
health officer, says it is only too true and 
week or so later the voice of the American^ .' 
Medie al Association says: 

■. . “Neither the proponents nor the ‘ op* ^ | 

ponents of the .smoking theory have sufficient,^ 
,> evidence to warrant the assumption of an - .^ 
all-or-none authoritative position.” • 

lt the medical profession ran’t agree on^ 
this (pardon the pun) burning issue, how caa / 
a poor layman help but be anything but [ 
con fuse d, if not b e f uddi e di '' : : /' •'.} * *. '■ / : j f 


Thanksglvlng. and the danger of' stil- nas carefully timed his recent ac- 
bestrol in chlckens just a week or tlbns to impress his request for new 


bestrol' in chlckens just a week or tlbns to Impress his request for new • -Ti i 

cated certalnty ls slngular. Uslng tars tw0 1#tér . . • , 1WJ on the soon . to . conven e Con- I 

and nlootine from tqbacco, selen tlsta .••••» ^ gress and to create an atmosphere "" v ' 

have Induced cancer in animals. But j T is no'secret that Flemming^wants most favorable to thelr passage, 

let a doctor conciude that this ls new powers to carry out the As lt is, Americans have no cholce ' 

proof of tobacco’s effeet on humans pollclng of food and drugs. If he but to assume the good falth of the & 

and he li almost certaln to be chal- were less than a cablhet official of Secretary of Welfare, though they / J ^ 

lenged by an equally eminent author- the U.S. govemment,, lt mlght be may wonder what bombehell he ls . • 

Uy, temptlng to euspect that Flemming savlng for the next two weeks. . 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/rjcmOOOO 




